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Your Committee of Management 2023-2024

POSITION

President:

Vice President:

Research Officer:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Membership
Secretary:

Newsletter Editor:

IT & Social Media
Officers:

Catering
Supervisor:

Social Secretary:

Almoner:

Library Officer:

Clothing Officer:

Field Officers:

FOSSICKIN'

DUTIES

Club management and representation,
Chairperson

President’s deputy, arrange speakers.

Information about outings, field activity.

Correspondence, meetings, camp permits
and other administration

Financial reporting, paying and receiving
money, banking

Membership enquiries, subscriptions,
membership records

Newsletter compilation and distribution

Website administration & Facebook

Supper at General Meetings,
special occasion camp catering

Organising social functions, raffles, theatre
bookings etc

Contact on matters of personal nature:
weddings, bereavement etc

Managing library at General Meetings

Managing club clothing display at General
Meetings and at camp outings

Assist new members at outings, manage
campfires, camp signage and any other
campsite set-up/clean up d uties

ROUND

NAME CONTACT

vicseekersclub@gmail.com

Steve Hillman

Eric Grummett

Ken Barlow

Kevin Hubbard

Louise McGough

Gary Harvey

Anja M
Rob Shannon

Steve Iorlano

Tina Whelan

Susan Moore

Sam Shvemer

Susan Moore

Bob Lake

Tony Pappas

Ivan Albrecht

Alistair M

Brian McGough
Paul Griffin
Pam Griffin



EPT/OCT 2024
024

CLUB CALENDAR

VSC General Meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of each month (except January)
at 7.30pm for 8pm start.

S
2

*Mulgrave Community Centre, 355
Wellington Road, Mulgrave. All welcome.
(SUBJECT TO CURRENT COVID19 )
RESTRICTIONS)

60 Day Gold Price in AUD/g
122

120 NN
118 \ AR W
116 ALV
114

112 A\,
goldprice.org
Aug

110
Jul 24

Gold price as at 23/8/2024
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SEPTEMBER 2024
General meeting 4th September
Eaglehawk 13th -18th Sept
OCTOBER 2024

2nd October

11th-16th October

Recreation Reserve Camping fees apply

General meeting

Tarnagulla

see page 16 notes

NOVEMBER 2024
6th November
31st Oct -5th Sept

General meeting

Moliagul

Annual General Meeting.

committee or in the field.

Remember Wednesday September 4th is our
Please consider supporting your club on the

Talk to Steve Hillman if you are interested.

Members are remind-
ed that dogs at camps
are to be kept on
leash at all times.

The Victorian
Seekers Club
Inc. (Reg. No.

A0001477T)
Postal:
PO Box 15
Mt Waverley BC Vic 3149
Email:
vicseekersclub@gmail.com
Website:

http:/www.victorianseekersclub.org.au
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Victorian-Seekers-
Prospecting-Club-1985818041670592/

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND

The purposes of the Club are to:

e  Promote the skill of prospecting using metal detectors
and other suitable equipment in the search for gold, oth-
er precious metals, minerals, gemstones, coins, artifacts
and relics.

e  Encourage and foster friendship and co-operation
amongst people interested in the above pursuits.

e  Collaborate with other similar clubs and organizations.

e Hold meetings, lectures, demonstrations, field outings
and competitions for the furtherance of members' pro-
specting skills and experience.

e Engage in fund raising activities for the bona fide purpos-
es of the Club.

e Encourage all members to act in an environmentally and
socially responsible manner, and in accordance with the
Law.

Our prospecting activities are governed by a code of conduct
as laid out in the Club Rules including respecting owners of
private property and respecting the natural environment,
hence our motto: “SEEK BUT DON'T DESTROY"”
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President’s Report

(The President and his wonderful “First lady”)

Hello fellow members,

Since our last newsletter, we have had two
club camps. One at Inglewood (where some
nice gold was found) and another at Chute.
We headed up to Tibooburra so we missed
the Inglewood camp. However we heard it
was great. The recent Chute camp was real-
ly good, with most of us finding gold and a
very nice nugget found by Rob S. I was
lucky enough to be there to witness this
lovely nugget see sunlight for the very first
time as it was dug out of the ground. I think
I was more excited than Rob!

We have several new members join in re-
cent times. Please make them welcome
when you see them and if they look like
they need, or ask for assistance with using
their detector, please help them out.

Several of us travelled up to Tibooburra.
Some were there earlier. Some went up lat-
er. It amazes me how this area keeps on
giving. So many people going up there
chasing gold but its still there! Yes, the gold
is small. However, many of us gathered up
10 grams or more. Marj and I were lucky
enough to find a few “larger” pieces. The
biggest being just over 1 gram on our last
day. Our total was 15 grams for the trip.
Given that the rain came and all tracks
closed (even the bitumen between Tiboo-
burra and Broken Hill was closed for a day),
we travelled back down to Broken Hill, then
up through Cobar and Bourke to Goondi-
windi in Qld. It poured rain all the way with
horrendous driving conditions. We even saw
a three-trailer road train tipped on its side!
We made our way to Brisbane to visit rela-
tives and get some warmth and sunshine,
then headed home via Lightning Ridge. All

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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By Steve H

up about 6,500 kms so the gold we
found in Tibooburra has covered our total
fuel bill for the trip.

Our members who have travelled to WA
chasing gold have also had to deal with
lots of rain, frequently closing off the
roads there for many days at a time and
making it difficult to prospect for gold.
Some members have returned however a
few remain in WA as I write this. I have
already seen some pictures of some nice
finds by our members and hope to see
more.

This year’s annual general meeting
(AGM) will be held straight after our club
general meeting on Wednesday 4" Sep-
tember. We will have a few vacant posi-
tions to be filled so I hope that these will
be taken up.

Talking of committee positions: Bob Lake
has advised that he will be standing
down from his position of Field Officer. I
am told that he has served on the com-
mittee for 27 years including three years
as President. I hope you will join me in
thanking Bob for his years of service to
the club and wishing him a long and hap-
py “retirement” from club committee du-
ties. Well done mate and thank you
again.

The $100 gift voucher draw for paying
club fees on time will also be conducted
at our GM/AGM. Thank you to all who
paid their fees on time as it really does
make the jobs of the Treasurer and
Membership Secretary easier if fees are
paid in a timely manner. Who will have
been the lucky winner?

As the weather improves (hopefully), we
look forward to our warmer camps and
hope we won't be waking up with ice on
our cars and vans for a few months. It
will be a welcome change to the cold
nights.

Next camp at Eaglehawk, Phil Rackham
of The Prospectors Depot has offered to
visit us and talk about his prospecting
journey and the new Algoforce metal de-
tector. Hope you can make it to this
camp. The October camp is at Tarnagulla
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to coincide with the Laanecoorie Gold Bash.
Tarnagulla is one of Marj and my favourite
places for gold detecting activities.

Just a note re the November camp: You
should have received my email about the
change of timing for this camp. It has been
brought forward again to coincide with Cup
Day, which this year will be the last day of
camp. Noting that our club general meeting is
the very next day. So confirming that the No-
vember camp dates are 31° October through
to 5" November.

Keep swinging those detectors! I wish every-
one good luck on the gold and good health.

Regards,
Your Club President
Steve H

| finally did it!

Bought a new pair of
shoes with memory
foam insoles.

No more forgetting
why | walked into
the kitchen.

i
"LUCRKRY STRIKE GOLD
- . W

-~ LS
.

SHOP NOW

Gold Prospecting
Equipment and Detector. ‘

Hire
o

d.com.au
kegold.com.au

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND

Page 5

Notice of Annual General
Meeting.

Members, the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the Victorian
Seekers Club Inc, will be held
following the September 4 2024
general meeting.

All Committee positions will be
declared vacant. Nomination
forms for committee positions
will be emailed to members dur-
ing July 2024. Return nomina-
tions to Secretary up to 7 days
before AGM.

T | :
£ N 8 Ko ,
So... What do you ™ 5, -

plan on growing and crankier }

NUGGETFINDER

professional gold hunting accessories

When you're ready to take your
detecting to the next level

3 Year Warranty

Only available through our experienced
dealer network

https:/ /www.nuggetfinder.com.au/

Evolution range: great
coverage, sensitivity,
depth, and lightweight...
a fantastic all round coil
perfect for both the
weekend prospector or
the serious professional
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Inglewood Camp Report

It was 17 of us and 4 visitors who
took the gamble with the miserable
forecast to try our luck in the large
area of a recent cold burn conduct-
ed adjacent to our campsite. Those
who arrived before Friday copped
the full fury of winter on Thursday
night with about 25 ml of rain
overnight, but that was it, apart
from being very chilly (3 degrees
one morning) it left us with good
detecting conditions for the re-
mainder of our visit. We shared our
site with two other long term cou-
ples from Tassie and SA. who were
enjoying our unbelievable unlim-
ited access to
§ Victoria’s gold-
e fields (and
8 gold), mostly
o thanks to the
long time hard
e carned efforts

B of the PMAYV,
which I re-
minded them
of, and con-
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vinced them
to join that ;
group to help
preserve
their privi-
lege.

Some people &8
are saying .
that many of &
our members g
are getting =il
on in years
and ap-
proaching dementia and forgetful-
ness, well let me tell you that isn’t
correct, as proved by two of our
youngest members (with blond
hair) who left early on Thursday
and at the halfway point (100k)
realized that they had forgotten
their detectors, so it was a sudden
U turn which added another 200k
to their journey, arriving just on
nightfall, and in time for the del-
uge of rain to hinder the erection
of their lean-to camp. Us old fo-

Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid

CONTACT NENAD FOR ALL YOUR DETECTING NEEDS
= MINELAB & NOKTA METAL DETECTORS
- QUEST DETECTORS & ACCESSORIES

- STEELPHASE AUDIO PRODUCTS

- NUGGET FINDER SEARCH COILS

- GOLD DIGGER PICKS

- BEACH SCOOPS & DIGGERS

- DD CANVAS PRODUCTS

S
steelPHASE

= >

-
A GPXsooo

—g

X PHASE

TECHNICAL

Mobile: 0409 727 909
Email: nenad@phasetechnical.com.au
Web: www.phasetechnical.com.au

Vic Seekers
communication
channel during

camps

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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i/ gies felt real
@ sorry for bad
@/ day they had
g but realized
& that we still
& have a few

E more years
i to go before
i& we can top

& that. Now

§ this said
couple could
not take trick this weekend. Be-
cause of all the rain and the fact
that they only had a little 2 wheel
drive van, we advised them not to
venture up the slippery tracks the
next day, so dutifully they stayed
on the main road, pulled off to the
side and got bogged. Luckily Kevin
came along with his winch and
demonstrated his skills, saving
their day. The very next day after
detecting all day, and on arriving
back at camp the he partner could
not find the she partner’s UHF

“epicks

AN

'y

-t
a

“pound for pound the world’s best pick”
e e I
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portable radio and believed that
she had lost it in the bush. In the
last glimmers of light he took off
back to look for it, with no luck,
returned back to camp furious
with she for the loss, but all was
forgiven when they opened the
glove box discovering the said
item. It was not all bad luck for
them as they did find quite a few
small gold with she becoming ec-
static with her 1.95 grammer

Code Red Fire Days Notice

In the event that a Code Red Day is declared for any
camp days, the camp will be cancelled.

During Code Red days,
no one is permitted to
enter State Parks and

%_ Forests.
% Camp may also be
cancelled during other
“ (o]n]:{») periods of

severe weather.

FIRE DANGER RATING

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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Inglewood Camp Report cont...

(well done Kathy).

The burnt areas proved to be a filthy
affair to those who ventured into the
blackened half burnt scrub, coming
out looking like coal miners who have
spent the day underground. Alas, I
think we were a few weeks late for
the good gold in the burnt areas, as
there were literally thousands of de-
tector holes all over, leaving us with a
few scraps that were missed. It was
an interesting exercise, especially
when we got home, as it took 3 days
to soak the soot from my clothes.
Most found gold, notably Paul with 4
grm.

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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Australia's largest Minelab Metal Detector superstores

MINERS DEN ~ 4¢4*

&

Adelaide Bendigo Melbourne Sydney

08 8285 6896 03 5448 4140 03 9873 1244 02 9890 2600
info@minersden.com.au

www.minersden.com.au
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Chute Camp Report oy Germs

get the hang of this
one day soon. We
enjoyed some of
Graeme’s pies,
shared shots and
snacks, watched Rob
& Katherine cook piz-
zas on their bespoke
pizza press and Eric
with his double-foil-
wrapped potatoes that he baked in the
coals (I believe the trick is to leave them
in for up to an hour, so when I had to
leave camp early, I set Tony with the
task of trying this himself, with much hi-
larity from the fireside group!). Evenings
were nudging close to zero degrees on a
VAR e 7 : few clear-sky
| e ' 2 nights, but general-
ly it was quite mild,
with some heading
off early for full day
jaunts detecting,

An impressive mid-winter Chute camp
evaded all but one small evening
sprinkle of rain, with toasty fires to
keep a total of 32 people warm at the
gatherings, including 19 camp setups
and prospective members Mario, Li-
onel and Deb. Being midway through
the Paris Olympics, we had our own
quests for gold with many finding a
few pieces and Rob S finding a very
pretty 7.9g nugget. The lucky seekers
did well in some of the burnt-out
clearings, in bushland off nuggety
named roads and with permission on
Mrs Reid’s property. Some of you
must have
incredibly ex-
! perienced

L eyes for
where to de-
tect for gold,
B as with Paul
& who had mul-
tiple finds!
Wow... you
guys are in-
) spiring. I
suppose we'll

girls frequenting
& nearby towns for
& the best brews of
iR coffee, wineries
%% and op shops.

RV 2=
REPAIR CENTRE @

- 12v solar and battery installs  + Service and Maintenance
- Gas & Diesel heaters + Air Conditioners

+ Caravan crash repairs + Fridges & Stoves retro fitted
Ac c Ess F o R AL u - Alterations + Conversions

Support the group that is protecting your rights
to enjoy the bush https://www.bugu.org.au

Support the group that is protecting your rights to
enjoy the bush - The BUGU - and buy a car sticker
from Eric for only $2. Also attend the protest rallies

that show other that we care about access to the
b us h The RV Repair Centre for all your caravan needs, Andrew has more than 40 years’
: experience working, living and breathing caravans. The RV Repair Centre will be-

. able to help you with all your caravan and camping needs.
Get them from Eric Grummett.

Ph: 03 9761 4189
Rear of 120 Canterbury Rd, Bayswater Nth 3153
Email: sales@rvrepair.com.au - www.thervrepaircentre.com.au

FOSSICKIN’" ROUND
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A huge thank you to Tye who
once again came back with
an entire ute load of fire-
wood, which many of us
helped to stack by the fire.
Eric gave Katherine a few
tips on her axe swing, and
chopped up some firewood
himself. Well done Eric,
you're greatly appreciated for
all you do.... you’re amazing!
It was also lovely to see Er-
ic's brother Ian join us, and
seeing these two off detect-
ing together, with Ian finding
gold just metres from their
camp.

COILTEK

EVERYTHING FOR THE RECREATIONAL
& EXPERIENCED PROSPECTOR

TALK TO US ABOUT YOUR PROSPECTING AND CAMPING NEEDS

WE NOW SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF
TRAILERS, PARTS AND ACCESSORIES TO SUIT
MOST TRAILERS AND CARAVANS.
INCLUDING LED LIGHTING, SOLAR SYSTEMS, AND A
RANGE OF CAMPING ACCESSORIES.

OPEN 7 DAYS 8.30 - 5.00

6 DRIVE IN CRT
MARYBOROUGH
PH. 03 5460 4700

WWW.COILTEK.COM.AU COILTEK@NEX.NET.AU

- \v-"_'
X

FOSSICKIN’" ROUND
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The Prospectors and
Miners Association of
Victoria is a voluntary body
established to protect and
enhance the rights and
opportunities of those who
wish to prospect, fossick or
mine in the State of Victoria,

Australia https://
pmav.org.au/


https://pmav.org.au/
https://pmav.org.au/
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How to find the weight of
gold in a specimen

There is 4 ways to determine the
weight of gold in a specimen.

1; Break up the specimen to re-
lease the gold, and pan off the
residue. This method is not rec-
ommended because it would be
crazy to destroy a fine specimen
since the value of the gold in the
specimen could be worth less than
the specimen as a whole, particu-
larly if it of a nice configuration.

2; Determine the volume of the
specimen by placing it in a meas-
uring jug filled with water and
note the water displacement. Now
find another rock a bit bigger than
the specimen and with the same
composition as the host rock that
doesn’t contain any gold, and chip
bits off it until it has the same wa-
ter displacement as the specimen.
Now all you need to do is weigh
them separately and the gold
weight will be the difference.

3; This method requires the calcu-
lation of the specific gravity of the
specimen. Specific gravity is de-
fined as the ratio between the

Remember to be consider-
ate of others if you feel that
you must use a generator

Don't use it close to other campers,
| . take measures to mitigate the

I =B sound such as put it in a ditch or

I i use a sound baffle, don’t run it all
| day, and observe the 9:00 pm cut
I off time

I We encourage you to consider charging batteries with a

I solar panel instead of a generator.

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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mass of the material and the
mass of the same volume of wa-
ter. Specific gravity of some
substances are as follows:- Wa-
ter 1.0, Quartz 2.6, gold 19.0.
All you need for this is any ac-
curate set of scales and a con-
tainer of water , plus some cot-
ton or fishing line to suspend
the specimen in the water. First
of all weigh the specimen in air
(WA), then weigh it in the water
suspended on the cotton, care
being taken not to let the speci-
men to touch the sides or bot-
tom of the container (WW). The
formula for calculating the spe-
cific gravity is as follows:- SG =
WA/WA-WW. For example if the
specimen weighs 36 grams in
air and 24 grams in water, and
applying the formula, 36/36-24
= 36/12= 3.0 If the SG is 3.0,
using the table below which
shows the % weight of gold in
quartz, thereis 15 45% of the
36gm specimen having 5.56gm
of gold. Although quite accu-
rate. If the gold is in ironstone
or other rock a different table
would have to be calculated.

4:- For this method, a formula
has been calculated for a quartz
specimen using 3.1 X the
weight of the specimen in water
minus 1.9 the weight in air.
Using the example above, 3.1 X
24 - 1.9x 36 =74.4 - 68.4 =
6.0gm (very close to the above
method)
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) ) SUARTZ )
The Percentage by weight of Gold in a Specimen, when the Specific

Gravity of the Specimen is known.

Specific Gravity J% Percent Gold ||  Specific Gravity t  Percent Goid
280 ! 000 il 520 | 5792
2.65 218 i 5 &0 £0.67
270 429 ! 560 62.06
2.75 6.32 1 5 80 6392
2.80 g 28 { 6 00 £5 65
2.85 1016 ‘ 620 67.27
2.0 11.98 640 68.79
2.95 13.75 § 6 60 70.21
3.00 ! 15.45 : 580 71.56
3.10 f 18 69 ‘ 7.00 ! 72.82
320 , 21 72 7.20 - 74 02
330 | 2458 7.40 75.15
3.40 i 27.26 i 7.6C : 76 22
3.50 i 28.79 | 7.80 | 77.24
3.60 ; 32.18 { 300 e 78.20
3.70 a 34 44 i 8.5C ‘, 80.42
3.80 i 36.58 i 900 « * 82 29 ~

.3.90 38 82 1 3 5C { 84 15
400 i 3055 1 1200 ; 35 73
410 | 42 39 !t 10 50 i 8717
4.20 i 4413 | 11.00 - 88 47
4.30 | 45 80 i 11.50 | 89.66
4.40 i 47.33 1200 a 90.75
4.50 i 4832 13.00 _ 22.63
4.60 i 50.37 . 1400 ; 84.34
4.70 { 5178 1500 ‘ 05 77
4.80 f 3310 14,00 { 570
4.30 ! £83% V767 1 9813
500 550\ 18.00 ‘ 99.12

19-09 _ o809

Find Of
THE
MONTH

SO || ATE (T VAN | SEF
IR | | \N OLD PERSON AND

Western

ISR | THEN REALIZEME
Sl | ENT 10 HlGh
weighing in = SCHOO[ ]’06””“

at 64g
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Club Apparel

The new club clothing supplier
(Fully Promoted) is now up
and running. This is an on-line
ordering system. You can pay
them directly and the order
sent to your nominated deliv-
WA OO i ery address at extra cost, or if
you can wait a little while then
$20.00 $61.90 another member may be able
| 6 to pick your order up and give
it to you at the next camp or
meeting.
Pick up is also available
(Glen Waverley)

https://

e ot o150 shop.fullypromoted.com.au/
Het - 4250 TheVictorianSeekersClubInc

$20.00 $20.00

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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Clubs 2300 detector for hire.

Free for members and $20/day to non members
(accompanied by a member) and also comes
with limits on frequency of use. To book, contact
Eric 0488972922

Refer:

Public Dump Points

Members are reminded that human

. . waste is not to be dumped in the bush

but is to be disposed of at home or a
Public Dump Point. Here are some
that are in our areas of the camps:

Ararat Dump Point: 4 Alexander Ave. Ararat , Grid
Ref. 37:16:49.7S, 142:56:0.8E

Avoca Dump Point.

Located outside Acoca Caravan Park in Faraday st
Bendigo Showground Public Dump Point: 42A
Holmes Rd., North Bendigo, Grid Ref. 36:44:18.3S,
144:16:17.5E

Beaufort RV Dump Point

25 Lawrence st, Beaufort. Entry from Havelock st
Easy access for large rigs

Clunes Public Dump Point : 70 Bailey St., Clunes,
Grid Ref. 37:17:38.1S, 143:46:51.2E

Dunolly Dump Point

Maude st Dunolly.

Shared use with privately run Dunolly Caravan Park
Enter through gate at Maude st.

Harcourt Public Dump Point 6 Bridge St., Harcourt,
Grid Ref. 36:59:40.3S, 144:15:45.3E

Kyneton Mineral Springs Stopover: 219 Burton
Ave., Kyneton, Grid Ref 37:14:7.1 S, 144:25:9.1 E

Newstead Racecourse Dump Point
McNabb Rd, Newstead. Open 24 hours

Maryborough Goldfields Reservoir

Reservoir rd, Maryborough. Drive through

Seymour Public Dump Point: Cnr. Wallis & High St.,
Seymour, Grid Ref. 37:1:14.6S, 145:8:6.0E

toiletmap.gov.au; highwaytraveller.com.au

FOSSICKIN’ ROUND
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